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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information
technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1.

Q
D

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISBVIEC Directives, Part 2.

represents an agreement between the members of
publication if it is approved by 2/3 of the members of the

An ISO/IEC TS is reviewed after three yéars in_ o i it will be confirmed for a further three
years, revised to become an Internationa > ’ . If the ISO/IEC TS is confirmed, it is
reviewed again after a further three year ich i must either be transformed into an International
Standard or be withdrawn.

Attention is drawn to the possibili ents of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be he S Si ifyi y or all such patent rights.

ISO/IEC TS 20071 W jred 3 shnical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology,
Subcommittee S i N
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Introduction

The saying that "A picture is worth a thousand words" recognizes that images can present a wealth of
information. It is important that alternative textual descriptions or representations be used to present the user
with a comprehensive account of the purpose and content of images to people unable to see or interpret
them.

Text alternatives help people who cannot see the images to understand what the image is of or the purpose it
serves by providing the same information in textual form. Text alternatives can be useful to those with visual
impairments, those who turned images off in order to improve webpage loading spé and those who
cannot understand the image being displayed. This document provides guidance and document
developers to help them create informative descriptions for various types of illustrati

W
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION ISO/IEC TS 20071-11:2012(E)

Information technology — User interface component
accessibility —

Part 11:
Guidance for alternative text for images

1 Scope

This part of ISO/IEC 20071 applies to all static images that are used in a
applies to individual images within a slide show of electronic images.

O/IEC 20071 is the creation of text alternatives, the
information identified in the main document text, reducing the length of the
resulting text alternatives g informatign in the main document text does not fully replace the

function of having@ ‘
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